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Rhetorical and Structural Patterns in Paul
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Week 11 Rhetorical and Structural Patterns in Paul

1. Lecture Overview

1) Paul's epistles are more than literary letters—they are theological
discourses shaped by rhetorical strategies and structured patterns.

2) This lecture analyzes how Paul persuades his audience, proclaims the
gospel, and builds the church through rhetorical devices and formal
structures.

2. Key Lecture Topics
1) Ancient Rhetoric and Paul
(1) Basic concepts of Greco—Roman rhetoric
(2) Rhetorical devices used by Paul: ethos, pathos, logos
(3) Purpose of rhetoric: persuasion, correction, exhortation

2) Structure of Pauline Epistles

(1) General form of Greco—Roman letters

(Opening, Thanksgiving, Body, Exhortation, Closing)
(2) Structural analysis of individual epistles

(e.g., Romans, Corinthians, Galatians)
(3) Use of literary forms: inclusio, chiasm, parallelism

3) Paul’s Rhetorical Strategies
(1) Diatribe format (question—and-answer style)
(2) Refutations and rebuttals of opponents
(3) Analogies and typologies
(4)

Emotional appeals to community and identity



4) Purpose and Impact of Persuasion
(1) Resolving divisions and forming unity in the church

(2) Teaching theology and training disciples
(3) Paul's apostolic authority and pastoral care

3. Application and Assignment
1) Assignment:
(1) Choose either Romans 6 or Galatians 3 and analyze its rhetorical
structure.

(2) Reflect on how Paul’s rhetorical methods inform modern preaching
and pastoral ministry.

4. Conclusion

1) Paul’'s letters are more than personal correspondence—they are
powerful instruments used by the Holy Spirit to proclaim God's Word
and build the church.

2) By studying the rhetoric and structure of his letters, we gain deeper
insight into Paul's message and divine inspiration.



