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Week 10 Theology of the Exili and Post—Exilic
Periods

1. Course Overview

1) The exilic and post—exilic periods represent a major theological transition in
Israel’s history.

2) Centered around the Babylonian exile and return, this period emphasizes
themes such as judgment and hope, destruction and restoration, sin

and repentance, and the restoration of the Law and worship.

2. Historical Background

1) Babylonian Exile (586-538 BC): Fall of Jerusalem, destruction of the
temple, and deportation of the people to Babylon

2) Post—Exilic Period (after 538 BC): Return under Cyrus’s decree,
rebuilding of the temple, and formation of a Torah—centered community

3. Major Theological Themes

1) God’s Judgment and Sovereignty
(1) The exile was a result of God’s righteous judgment.
(2) God remains sovereign, accomplishing His will even through
foreign empires.

2) Repentance and Covenant Renewal




(1) In exile, Israel recognized their sin and repented.
(2) Covenant renewal occurred during the time of Ezra and Nehemiah.

3) Theology of Hope: Messiah and New Creation

(1) Isaiah (chapters 40-66), Ezekiel, Haggai, and Zechariah stress
hope and the coming Messianic kingdom.
(2) Images of a new covenant, new temple, and new Jerusalem emerge.

4) Reestablishment of the Law and Worship
(1) Ezra’s teaching and enforcement of the Torah

(2) Restoration of temple worship strengthened communal identity

4. Key Passages
1) Jeremiah 29: “For | know the plans | have for you::- plans to give you

hope and a future.”
2) Ezekiel 37: Vision of the dry bones — hope for Israel’s restoration
3) Isaiah 40-66: Messages of comfort and restoration
4) Nehemiah 8: Public reading of the Law and national repentance

5. Application
1) Trust in God’s sovereignty even in times of suffering

2) Turn from sin and restore a life centered on God’s Word
3) God’s promise of restoration remains valid and powerful today



