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Week 9 —Balancing Literal Interpretation and

Spiritual Application

Lecture Overview

1)

1.

Balancing literal interpretationand spiritual applicationis essential for

proper theological understanding and faithful Christian living.

and grammatical

the historical

interpretation emphasizes
meaning of the text, while spiritual application seeks to apply its

truth to today’s context.

Literal

2)



3) A faithful reading of Scripture harmonizes both approaches.

2. The Importance of Literal Interpretation
1) Definition:
Interpreting Scripture according to its historical and grammatical context.
Biblical Basis:

Nehemiah 8:8: "They read from the Book of the Law of God... making
it clear and giving the meaning so that the people understood...”

Jesus' use of Old Testament (Matt. 22:31-32) reflects literal accuracy.

2) Advantages:

Respects the original intent of the author.
Prevents subjective or allegorical misreadings.
Caution: A purely literal view may miss the text’s spiritual depth.

3. The Need for Spiritual Application
1) Definition:

Applying biblical truths to contemporary life under the guidance of the

Holy Spirit.

(1) Biblical Basis:
Hebrews 4:12: "The word of God is living and active... it judges
the thoughts and attitudes of the heart."

(2) 1 Corinthians 10:11: "These things happened to them as examples
and were written down as warnings for us...”

2) Advantages:
(1) Leads to transformation and obedience.
(2) Enables the Spirit to work personally through Scripture.

3) Caution:
Avoid mystical or arbitrary applications unrelated to the text.

4. Practical Examples of Balanced Interpretation
1) Example: David and Goliath (1 Samuel 17)
(1) Literal: A real historical event.

(2) Spiritual: A call to courageous faith in the face of spiritual challenges.



2) Example: Exodus from Egypt
(1) Literal: Israel's historical deliverance.
(2) Spiritual: A foreshadowing of salvation through Christ.

3) Principles:
(1) Begin with the intended meaning (literal interpretation).
(2) Apply under the Spirit’s guidance (spiritual application).
(3) Maintain doctrinal consistency.

5. Conclusion and Application

1) Literal interpretation is the skeleton, and spiritual application is the
breath of life.
Together, they make Scripture come alive.

2
3
4
5

When reading Scripture, always ask:
“What does it say?” (Interpretation)
“What does it call me to do?” (Application)

)
)
)
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