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Liberalism and Postmodernism

and in the modern era, its essence is being shaken by philosophical

and socio-cultural influences.
the authority, objectivity, and concept of truth in Scripture.

1) Throughout history, biblical interpretation has faced numerous challenges,
2) Liberal hermeneuticsand postmodernismtend to relativize or deconstruct

Week 7 Lecture Challenges of Modern Hermeneutics:
Introduction: The Crisis and Challenge of Modern Hermeneutics




3) From the perspective of Pauline theology and orthodox faith, discerning
these trends is critically necessary.

[I. Liberal Hermeneutics

1) Background and Characteristics
(1) Influenced by the Enlightenment and 18th—19th century historical
criticism.

(2) Emphasizes rationalism, naturalistic worldview, rejection of miracles,
and a moralistic view of Jesus.

(3) Views the Bible as a human religious document, prioritizing human
reason and experience over divine revelation.

2) Key Thinkers
(1) Friedrich Schleiermacher: Defined religion as absolute dependence;
the Bible as an expression of religious feeling.
(2) Albrecht Ritschland others: Reduced Christianity to ethical living
and values.

3) Hermeneutical Impact
(1) Emphasizes historical contextof the text but excludes the supernatural.

(2) Prophecies, miracles, and resurrection are treated as mythologized
traditions.

(3) In modern churches, there is a tendency to focus only on moral
teachings while excluding the transcendent truth of the gospel.

|. Postmodern Hermeneuticsl|

1) Philosophical Background
(1) Emerged after the collapse of structuralism in the late 20™ century.
(2) Rejects absolute truth, promotes relativism, pluralism, and subjective
interpretation.
(3) “The author is dead” (Roland Barthes), “Meaning is determined by
the reader” (Jacques Derrida).

2) Impact on Biblical Interpretation
(1) Prioritizes the reader’s interpretive experience over the inherent
meaning of the text.
(2) Dismantles the authority of traditional church interpretation.




(3) Claims there is no absolute meaning in Scripture; all interpretations
are equally valid.

3) Resulting Challenges
(1) Deconstruction of theological truth, relativization of the gospel,
ethical confusion.
(2) By reading the Bible deconstructively, the essence of doctrine and
the gospel is obscured.

IV. Critique from a Pauline Theological Perspective
1) Objective Revelation and Authority of Scripture
(1) 2 Timothy 3:16: “All Scripture is God—breathed---”
(2) God's Word takes precedence over human experience or interpretation.

2) Absoluteness of Truth and Uniqueness of the Gospel

(1) The gospel is “the power of God for salvation to everyone who
believes” (Romans 1:16).

(2) Liberalism and postmodernism reduce the gospel to “just one
story among many.”

3) Standard of Interpretation: The Spirit and the Canon

(1) Interpretation must be guided by the illumination of the Holy
Spirit and the tradition of the church.

(2) While acknowledging the reader’s interpretive role, it must remain
subject to the truth and authority of Scripture.

V. Conclusion and Application

1) Liberal and postmodern hermeneutics present serious challenges to
today’s church and theological education.

2) We must uphold the authority of Scripture, the uniqueness of the
gospel, and the absoluteness of truth.

3) Seminaries and churches must restore and train biblical hermeneutics
grounded in Pauline theology.



