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Various Uses of the Imperative Mood in Greek
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Week 7: Various Uses of the Imperative Mood in Greek

1. Basic Concept of the Imperative Mood

1) The imperative moodis used when the speaker gives a command,
directive, or requestto the listener.



2) It is primarily used in the 2nd person, and occasionally in the 3rd
person.

3) The imperative can express direct commands, requests, exhortations,
or even prayers.

2. Forms of the Greek Imperative

Tense Voice Person Example Meaning

Present Active 2nd person sing. A€ Keep on loosing

Present Mid/Pass 2nd person sing. AUoUL Loose yourself / Be loosed
Aorist  Active 2nd person sing. Afoov Loose (once)

Aorist Middle 2nd person sing. AUloal Loose yourself (once)
Aorist Passive 2nd person sing. AUBATL Be loosed (once)

¥ The negative particle used with the imperative is un: un Ade— Do not loose

3. Various Uses

1) Direct Command
Strong and direct order
Example: aydmro tov mAnolov oou

Love your neighbor

2) Exhortation or Request
A softer tone of urging or encouraging

Example: akoAoOLBETITE pOL
Follow me (Jesus’ invitation)

3) Prayer or Petition

The imperative can be used in addressing God
Example: ¢ABETW 1 BaoLAela oovL
Your kingdom come (The Lord’s Prayer)

4) 3rd Person Imperative (Let him/her/them...)
Greek allows imperative in 3rd person

Example: yevnontw tO ©eAnud Ooou
Let Your will be done

5) Prohibitions (Negative Imperative)
Use of un+ imperative (mainly present tense)

Example: un $oBetoOe



Do not be afraid

6) Epistolary Commands (Pauline Epistles)

Commonly found in Paul's letters
Example: xalpete év Kupley TAVTOTE
Rejoice in the Lord always (Philippians 4:4)

4. Imperative and the Meaning of Tense

Tense Meaning
Present Imperative Indicates continuousor repeated action
Aorist Imperative  Indicates a singleor one-time action

Example:
Ade— Keep loosing (continuous)
Adoov- Loose once (immediate)

5. Theological Application
1) Jesus’ command: 4yaidte TOOC éXOpodc du@v— not just an order but
the essence of discipleship

2) Paul’s exhortation: 80¥aZete TOV OOV &V T@® CWUATL HUBV— points to
a life of worship



