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The Holy Spirit and Interpretation

The Role of lllumination
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Week 6 Lecture Notes The Holy Spirit and
Interpretation: The Role of lllumination

. Introduction: Why Is the lllumination of the Holy Spirit Important?

1) Scripture is the Word of God, inspired by the Holy Spirit (2 Timothy
3:16; 2 Peter 1:21).

2) However, biblical interpretation cannot be fully accomplished by
human intellect or scholarship alone.

3) lllumination by the Holy Spirit is essential for believers to rightly understand
and apply the Word.

2.

Definition and Biblical Foundation of lllumination

1) What Is lllumination?

(1) llumination refers to the present work of the Holy Spirit in enlightening
the believer to understand the already revealed Word.

(2) Revelation is complete; illumination helps believers grasp the meaning
of that revelation.

2) Key Biblical Passages
(1) John 16:13—- “He will guide you into all the truth.”




(2) 1 Corinthians 2:10-14- The natural person does not accept the
things of the Spirit of God.

(3) Ephesians 1:17-18- The Spirit of wisdom and revelation enables
believers to know God better.

3. Relationship Between lllumination and Hermeneutics

1) lllumination is a prerequisite for interpretation: The spiritual condition
of the interpreter significantly influences biblical understanding.

2) Hermeneutical humility: Interpretation must be accompanied by prayer
and reverence, seeking the Spirit’'s guidance.

3) Objective meaning, spiritual insight: lllumination is not subjective
mysticism but enables insight into the objective meaning of the
biblical text.

4. How to Receive the lllumination of the Spirit

1) Regeneration and Indwelling of the Spirit: Only the saved can receive
illumination (1 Cor. 2:14).

2) Prayer and Humility: Psalm 119:18 —“Open my eyes, that | may behold
wondrous things out of your law.”

3) Meditation and Obedience: lllumination grows deeper with obedience
(John 7:17).

4) Interpretation within Community: The Spirit works through the church
to reveal truth collectively.

5. Misunderstandings About lllumination

1) Confusing lllumination with New Revelation: lllumination does not mean
receiving new revelations.

2) Claiming Direct Revelation: Leads to subjective and potentially heretical
interpretations.

3) Emotion-Driven Interpretation: Relying on personal feelings or “spiritual
experiences” rather than sound exegesis.

6. lllumination in Pauline Theology

1) Paul describes the Spirit as “the Spirit of wisdom and revelation”
(Eph.1:17).

2) Those under the law required the Spirit's illumination to grasp the
gospel (2 Cor. 3:14-16).

3) Through the Spirit’s illumination, believers comprehend God’s deep
purposes and the glory of Christ (1 Cor. 2:10).



7. Application and Conclusion
1) Hermeneutics is not merely an academic endeavor but requires a life

of piety, prayer, and submission.

2) Seeking the Spirit’s illumination leads to deeper understanding and
steadfastness in truth.

3) Preachers, teachers, and disciple—-makers must depend on the Spirit
to rightly divide the Word of truth.



