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Week 5. Hermeneutics of Pauline Theology

Introduction: Why is Pauline Hermeneutics Important?

1) Paul is the central theological figure in the New Testament.

2) His letters cover crucial concepts such as gospel,

salvation, and the Spirit.

law, grace, faith,

3) Different hermeneutical approaches (traditional vs. New Perspective)

have led to theological conflicts.

Foundational Assumptions in Paul's Hermeneutics

1) Scripture is Divine Revelation

Paul interprets the gospel in connection with the Old Testament (Rom

1:2; 1 Cor 15:3-4)

2) Christ—Centered Interpretation
(1) The entire Scripture is centered on Jesus Christ
(2) Frequent use of the phrase “in Christ”

3) Eschatological Framework




Theology explained within the tension of the “already” and the
“not yet”

4) Covenantal Structure
(1) Connection between the Abrahamic, Mosaic, and New Covenants
(2) Inclusion of Gentiles as heirs of faith

lll. Key Themes in Pauline Hermeneutics
1) Relationship Between Law and Gospel
(1) The law reveals sin (Rom 3:20)
(2) The gospel emphasizes righteousness by faith (Rom 1:16-17)

2) Justification by Faith
Interprets Abraham’s story to explain the nature of faith(Gal 3; Rom 4)

3) Role of the Holy Spirit
(1) The Spirit enables what the law cannot (Rom 8:1-4)
(2) The Spirit marks the people of the New Covenant

4) New Humanity in Christ
(1) Unification of Jews and Gentiles (Eph 2:14-16)
(2) New creation in Christ (2 Cor 5:17)

V. Contemporary Hermeneutical Debates

1) New Perspective on Paul
(1) Advocated by E.P. Sanders, James D.G. Dunn, N.T. Wright
(2) Redefines Judaism as “covenantal nomism” rather than legalism

(3) Views justification as covenantal inclusion

2) Traditional Reformed Interpretation
(1) Emphasizes individual salvation and God’s forensic justification
(2) Centers on doctrines of salvation in Romans and Galatians

V. Application and Conclusion
1) A proper hermeneutic of Paul’s theology is essential to rightly understand
and proclaim the gospel
2) The interpretation of Paul significantly shapes modern church theology.
3) Biblical balance and sound theological hermeneutics are critical for the
church today.




