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Week 5: Relative Pronouns and Subordinate Clauses

1. Relative Pronouns

In Greek, relative pronouns correspond to English "who, which, that,"

and

they function to modify a preceding noun (the antecedent) or connect

subordinate clauses.

Case Masculine Feminine _ Neuter
Nominative 6¢ fi o)
Genitive ob fc od
Dative ) 1 )
Accusative §v fv )
Gender, Number, Case: A relative pronoun agrees in gender and

numberwith its antecedent, but its caseis determined by its grammatical

function in the relative clause.

Example:

6 dvopwiog ovayarnd 6 ©e0¢

“The man whomGod loves”

("6v" is the accusative relative pronoun modifying "the man")




2. Subordinate Clauses

In Greek, subordinate clauses depend on the main clause and provide
additional information. Major types include:

1) Relative Clause
(1) Begins with a relative pronoun
(2) Modifies an antecedent
(3) Example: 6 Aoyog dvdkovete ("The word whichyou hear")

2) Purpose Clause
(1) Introduced by fvaor 8mwg+ subjunctive
(2) Expresses purpose: “in order that”
(3) Example: mpooshxeTal iva cwB®oLy ("He prays that they may be
saved")

3) Result Clause
(1) Introduced by &ote+ infinitive or indicative

(2) Expresses result or consequence
(3) Example: odTwe Hyamnoev 6 6e6c... doTe TOV LLOV ESWKEV
("God loved the world so... that He gave His Son")

4) Causal Clause
(1) Introduced by &tiL+ indicative
(2) Expresses cause or reason

(3) Example: xaipw &tLEANALOec ("l rejoice becauseyou have come")

3.

Example Sentences

Greek Sentence Translation
6 809A0¢ OGMLOTOG ¢OTLV The servant whois faithful
ypdoeL BLBALOV ddLAET He writes a book whichhe loves

edpov TOV dvopwrov dvinteite | found the man whomyou seek
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Key Summary

1) Relative pronounsagree with the antecedent in gender and number but
take their case from their role in the clause.

2) Subordinate clausesprovide additional details and are introduced by
various conjunctions.

3) Greek makes frequent use of subordinate clauses, so careful
interpretation is essential.






