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Week 4 Lecture Canonical Interpretation

The Unity of the Entire Bible

Lecture Overview

1.

1) Canonical Interpretationis an approach to biblical exegesis that interprets

individual passages not only within their historical and literary context



but also in light of their place and role within the entire canonof
Scripture.

2) It emphasizes the Bible as a unified revelationof God.

. Learning Objectives

1) Understand the concept and necessity of canonical interpretation.

2) Grasp how all 66 books of the Bible convey a unified message.

3) Explore the interrelationship between biblical genres (e.g., Pauline
epistles, the Law, Prophets, Gospels).

4) Learn to apply canonical interpretation to theology and preaching
today.

3.

Key Concepts

1) Definition of Canon
(1) Derived from the Hebrew word “ganeh”(measuring rod)
(2) Refers to the 66 books recognized as the standard for faith and
conduct

(3) The canon is more than a list—it is a hermeneutical framework

2) Starting Point of Canonical Interpretation

(1) The Bible consists of diverse authors, eras, and genres, yet tells
one redemptive—historical story

(2) The central figure is Jesus Christ: the Old Testament anticipates
Him; the New Testament reveals and fulfills Him

3) Core Principles of Canonical Interpretation

1) Scripture interprets Scripture
2)
3) Redemptive—-historical progression
4) Christ—centered unity

Interpret the part within the whole

4.

Case Studies of Canonical Interpretation

1) Genesis to Revelation
(1) Genesis: Expulsion from the Tree of Life — Revelation: Restoration
to the Tree of Life
(2) Proto—Gospel in Genesis 3:15 — Fulfilment in Revelation 12
(Woman and the Dragon)



2) Isaiah — Matthew
(1) Isaiah 7:14 "Immanuel" — Fulfilled in Matthew 1:23
(2) Isaiah 53 Suffering Servant — Fulfilled in Matthew 27 (Crucifixion)

3) Psalms — Gospels
Messianic prophecies in the Psalms — Fulfiled in the life and
suffering of Jesus (e.g., Psalm 22, 110)

5.

Theological Significance of Canonical Interpretation

1) Reveals the Trinitarian redemptive history throughout Scripture

2) Emphasizes the centrality of Jesus Christ

3) llluminates the unified revelatory work of the Holy Spirit

4) Overcomes dichotomies between the Old and New Testaments by
highlighting continuity and fulfillment

6.

Contemporary Application

1) Enables Christ—centered preaching through canonical reading
2) Useful in Sunday School, discipleship training, and seminary education
3) Prevents heretical or fragmented interpretation of Scripture

7.

Assignments and Discussion

1) Assignment:
Compare Genesis 22 and John 3 canonically, and explain the theme:
“God Himself will provide the Lamb.”

2) Discussion Questions:

(1) How does canonical interpretation affect the authority of Scripture?

(2) How can we explain the unity between the Old and New Testaments?

(3) What benefits does canonical interpretation bring to modern
preaching?



