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Week 4.

Greek Grammar

1. Subjunctive Mood
1) Definition

(1) The Greek subjunctiveexpresses uncertain or potential actions.

2)

(2) It often conveys ideas like "should," "might," or "could."

Tense and Voice

3)

(1) Present Subjunctive: ongoing potential action
(2) Aorist Subjunctive: single, undefined potential action
(3) Appears in active, middle, and passive voices

Major Uses

Use Description Example
Purpose Clause {va + subjunctive {va Znowpev — “so that we may live”
Prohibition un + aorist subjunctive pn molnong — “do not do it”
Conditional Clause #&v + subjunctive ¢dv muotebonte — “if you believe”
Hortatory 1st person plural dywpev — “let us go”

2. Optative Mood

1)

Definition

(1) The optativeexpresses wish, desire, potential, or hypothetical
situations.



(2) It is rare in the New Testament, but more frequent in Classical
Greek.

2) Tense and Voice
(1) Present Optative: continuous wish
(2) Aorist Optative: one-time wish
(3) No future optative
(4) Appears in active, middle, and passive voices

3) Major Uses

Use Description Example
Indirect Speech Follows a past tense verb elev &TL TopevBein — “he said that he might go”
Wish Expression €10g / ei yap + optative €16e EAOBoL — “if only he would come”
Conditional (rare) el + optative (past potential) i tofto y&vorto — “if this were to happen”

Comparison Summary

Feature Subjunctive Optative
Function Possibility, purpose, prohibition, condition = Wish, potential, indirect speech
NT Usage Common in the New Testament Rare in the New Testament
Tense Present, Aorist Present, Aorist
Koe v, o . o

. fva, &dv, un eil6e, el yap
Particles

Sample Sentences
1) tva cwbduev- “that we may be saved” (Subjunctive)

2) €16e ¥AO0oL— “if only he would come” (Optative)




