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4) Justification — Lecture Outline

. Definition

1) Justificationis God's legal declarationthat a sinner is righteous on the
basis of Christ's righteousness imputed to them.
2) It is a forensic (judicial)act, not a moral transformation.

. Key Bible Passages

1) Romans 3:24- “and are justified freely by his grace through the
redemption that came by Christ Jesus.”

2) Romans 5:1— “Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

3) Galatians 2:16— “a person is not justified by the works of the law but
through faith in Jesus Christ.”

. Elements of Justification

1) Given by grace— Not by human merit, but by God’s grace alone.

2) Grounded in Christ's blood- Justification is based on Christ’s atoning
work on the cross.

3) Received by faith— Faith is the instrument, not the cause.

4) Status change- The sinner is declared righteous, not made sinless.

. Reformation and Justification

1) Martin Luther: “Justification is the article by which the church stands
or falls.”

2) Central doctrine of the Reformation, emphasizing sola fide(by faith
alone).

. Common Misunderstandings

1) Justification is not sanctification: It is instantaneous and once—for-all,
whereas sanctification is a lifelong process.

2) Not based on works: Guard against legalism and works—based salvation.



