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Week 3: The Grammar and Interpretation of the Greek Participle

1. Concept Overview
1) A participleis a form that shares characteristics of both a verband an
adjective.

2) It reflects tense(time/aspect) and voice(active, middle, passive), while
also declining for gender, number, and caselike an adjective.

3) It functions similarly to English"-ing,""-ed," or "having ~ed," but Greek

participles are much more complex and nuanced.

2. Form and Conjugation
1) Tenses: Present, Aorist, Future, Perfect
2) Voices: Active, Middle, Passive
3) Gender, Number, Case: Agree with the noun it modifies

Example:
AOwv(present active masculine nominative singular)—“loosing,” “releasing”
Adoac(aorist active masculine nominative singular) — “having loosed”



3. Grammatical Functions

Function Description Example
Adjectival Function Modifies a noun (subject, object, etc.) 6 ADwv doBlog— “the servant who is loosing”
Nominal Function Functions as a noun (subject, object, predicate) to ma®eiv kaldv éotLv— “to suffer is good”
Adverbial Function Expresses cause, time, condition, purpose Aéywv TadTa, 82fiA0ev— “saying these things, he left”

4. How to Interpret Participles
1) Understand the verbal idea(What action does it convey?)
2) Identify its adjectival relationship(Which noun does it modify? Does it
agree in gender/number/case?)
3) Derive the adverbial nuancefrom context (When? Why? How?)

5. Example Analyses
Example 1: Adjectival Function

6 mLotebwv eic adtTOV- “the one who believes in Him”
Present active participle — Emphasizes ongoing belief

Example 2: Adverbial Function

ENOOV TTPOC adTov elmev— “having come to him, he said”
Aorist active participle — One—time actionoccurring beforethe

main verb
Example 3: Nominal Function

o mhoxelv— “suffering” or “the act of suffering”
Neuter singular nominative — Used as a subject or object

6. Tips for Interpreting Participles
1) Tenseindicates the typeof action (continuous, completed, simple)
2) Caseindicates which nounit modifies

3) Accurate interpretation requires attention to both verbal meaningand
syntactic context




