(Philosophical Method)

249 K (Course Overview)
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(Course Objectives)
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(Key Topics)
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&30 28 2 X2 (Suggested Readings)

Plato, Republic

René Descartes, Meditations on First Philosophy
Immanuel Kant, Critique of Pure Reason

Alvin Plantinga, God and Other Minds

Paul Tillich, Systematic Theology

)
)
)
)
)
6) C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity(&&t& HZ9| o)

3. Philosophical Method

. Course Overview

1) The philosophical method is a way of seeking truth through logic,

conceptual analysis, and critical thinking.

2) This course explores how philosophical reasoning applies to theology,

ethics, epistemology, and broader academic inquiry.

3) It surveys methods from ancient to modern philosophers, examining

how their approaches influence theological discourse and biblical

interpretation.

. Course Obijectives

1) To understand the foundational principles and logical structures of

philosophical thinking.



2) To analyze the methodologies and impact of major philosophers.

3) To develop the ability to critically examine theological or biblical
themes using philosophical tools.

4) To understand the differences and complementary roles between the
philosophical method and other methods such as the biblical and
historical methods.

3. Key Topics
1) The nature of philosophical questions:

being, knowledge, ethics, purpose

2) Fundamentals of logic:

induction and deduction, formal logic, identifying fallacies

3) Major philosophical methods:
1) Socratic Method (question—and—answer/dialogue)
2) Cartesian Doubt (René Descartes)
3) Kant’s Transcendental Method
4) Phenomenological Method (Husserl, Heidegger)
)
)

5) Analytic Philosophy (Russell, Moore, Wittgenstein)
6) Critical Theory and Deconstruction (Foucault, Derrida)
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4) The intersection of philosophy and theology:
(1) Historical contributions of philosophy to theology (e.g., Augustine,
Aquinas)
(2) Reason vs. Revelation: the role of philosophy in Christian theology
(3) Modern theological thinkers with philosophical approaches (e.g.,
Paul Tillich, Alvin Plantinga)

4. Application of the Philosophical Method
1) Analyzing the influence of philosophical presuppositions in biblical
interpretation
2) Philosophical approaches to ethical issues: abortion, war, justice,
etc.

3) Philosophical arguments for the existence of God (cosmological,
teleological, ontological arguments)
4) Philosophical critigue and defense of Christian truth claims

5. Discussion Questions




1) In what ways can philosophy support theology?

2) Does the philosophical method hinder or help in understanding revealed
truth?

3) How can we reconcile philosophical reasoning with a biblical worldview?

6. Suggested Readings
1) Plato, Republic
2) René Descartes, Meditations on First Philosophy
3) Immanuel Kant, Critique of Pure Reason
4) Alvin Plantinga, God and Other Minds
)
)

5) Paul Tillich, Systematic Theology
6) C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity(example of philosophical apologetics)



