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3. Lecture on Justification: Being Declared Righteous

. Lecture Title

Justification: God's Legal Declaration of Righteousness

. Objectives

1) To understand the biblical and theological meaning of “justification.”

2) To grasp the core gospel truth related to justification.

3) To explore the practical implications of justification for personal and
communal Christian life.

. Key Scriptures

1) Romans 3:23-24
2) Romans 5:1

3) Galatians 2:16

4) 2 Corinthians 5:21

)
)
)
5) Philippians 3:9

. Definition and Concept

1) Etymological Meaning
Greek: Sikaldw (dikaiod)— “to declare righteous,” a legal term indicating
acquittal in court.

2) Theological Definition
(1) Justification is the act by which God legally declaresa believing
sinner to be righteous on the basis of Christ’s righteousness.
(2) It is granted by grace alone, through faith alone, not by works
(Rom. 3:28).

. The Basis of Justification

1) The Redemptive Work of Christ
(1) Christ’'s atoning death on the cross is the sole ground for
justification.
(2) Christ’s righteousness is imputed to the believer (2 Cor. 5:21).

2) Faith



(1) Faith is the instrument, not the merit, by which one receives
justification.

(2) We are justified by faith apart from works(Rom. 3:28).

3) Grace

Justification is given entirely by God’s grace, not by human merit or
worth (Rom. 3:24).

6. Theological Distinctions Related to Justification

Distinction Explanation

Justification vs. Sanctification Justification is a once—for-all legal declaration; sanctification is a lifelong process of transformation.
Legal Declaration Justification is not an inward change but an external declaration made by God.

Results of Justification Peace with God, reconciliation, indwelling of the Holy Spirit, assurance of salvation.

7. Historical Understanding

1) Martin Luther and the Reformation
(1) “Justification is the doctrine on which the church stands or falls.”
(2) Luther rejected the merit-based salvation of the Roman Catholic
Church and emphasized justification by faith alone (sola fide).

2) Westminster Confession of Faith (Chapter 11)
“Those whom God effectually calls, He also freely justifies-: not by
infusing righteousness into them, but by imputing the righteousness of
Christ to them.”

Practical Application

1) Assurance of Salvation

Since justification is God's irrevocable declaration, believers can be
assured of their salvation.

2) Humble Christian Living

Justification is by grace, not by personal merit, thus leading the
believer to humility.

3) Acceptance and Compassion Toward Others
As we have been accepted by grace, we must also accept and show
mercy to others, not judge them.

9.

Discussion Questions

1) Why is God able to justify sinners?
(1) How does the doctrine of justification impact your daily Christian life?




(2) Is sanctification necessary if one is already justified?

10. Conclusion

1) Justification is at the heart of the gospel: the divine declaration that
sinners are righteous in Christ.

2) It is granted not by works, but solely by God’s grace through faith.
This truth brings assurance, transforms lives, and shapes how we
relate to God and others.



