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Week 2: Greek Infinitive

1. Definition of the Infinitive
1) The Greek infinitive is the verbal nounform, expressing an action or

state without person or number inflection.

2) Similar to the English form “to + verb” (e.g., to live, to be, to know)

Aspect Description
Tense Indicates type of action(continuous, momentary, completed), not time
Voice Exists in Active, Middle, and Passive

Gender/Number/Person Not inflected
Function in Sentence Noun, Adjective, or Adverbial function

2. Grammatical Characteristics of the Infinitive




Tense Example Verb: Abw (to loose) Meaning

Present AbeLv Continuous action: “to be loosing”
Aorist Adoat Simple action: “to loose (once)”
Perfect AgALK&val Completed action: “to have loosed”
Future  Aboswv Future action: “to be about to loose”

3. Infinitive Forms by Tense

4. Infinitive Forms by Voice

Voice Present Form Example Meaning
Active ADeELY to be loosing

Middle AbecOal to be loosing for oneself
Passive ADegoOal to be being loosed

¥ Middle and passive may appear identical in form; meaning depends on context

5. Syntactical Functions of the Infinitive
@ Noun Function(Subject/Object)
T Zfiv KaAov éotLv — “To live is good”
(Zfiv = to live, functions as the subject)

@ Adjectival Function(Modifies a noun)
Kolpoc tod ¢uAdtTely — “a time to guard”
(to® + infinitive — genitive phrase modifying the noun)

® Adverbial Function(Expresses purpose, reason, result)

Use Example Translation
Purpose fAABev tva owon — “He came to save”
Reason  xalpelv 8La to svpedfivaL —“to rejoice because it was found”
Result bote v — “so as to live”

6. Summary & Practice
Example Sentence Analysis:
BouAouaL yv@valL Tnv dAneeLav
“| want to know the truth”
— yvaval is the aorist infinitiveof “to know” — functions as a direct object

Quiz _(Check Understanding)
1. What is the Greek infinitive for “to write”?
2. Translate “He fled in order to live” into Greek.
3. Does the tense of the infinitive indicate time?

Homework (Preview for Next Class)
1) Find and analyze examples of infinitives in Matthew 4 and Jo

2) Create personal notes summarizing each form of the infinitive



