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Week 2 The Nature of the New Testament and

Hermeneutical Approaches

1. The Nature of the New Testament

1) Structure: Gospels, Acts, Pauline Epistles, General Epistles, Revelation

2) Central Themes: The life, death, resurrection, and return of Jesus
Christ; the Kingdom of God

3) Inspiration and Authority: The New Testament is the divinely inspired
Word of God, serving as the ultimate authority in faith and life

4) Fulfilment of the Covenant: The promises and prophecies of the Old
Testament are fulfilled in Jesus Christ in the New Testament

2. The Need for Hermeneutical Approaches

1) Bridging Cultural-Historical Gaps: Written in the 1st—century Greco
Roman and Palestinian context, the NT must be interpreted across
cultural distances

2) Linguistic Gap: Originally written in Greek,requiring accurate interpretation
of the original text

3) Theological Understanding: Hermeneutics is essential to grasp and
apply the theological meaning of the text

1) Contextual Reading: Understanding verses in their immediate and broader

2) Historical-Critical Method:Examining the historical background, authorship,

3) Literary Analysis: Analyzing genre, structure, and rhetorical elements
4) Theological Interpretation: Focusing on the theological message of the

5) lllumination by the Holy Spirit: Relying on the Spirit’'s guidance to

3. Key Hermeneutical Methods
context
and audience
text
discern divine truth
4. Contemporary Application

1) Hermeneutics is not just academic—it aims to transform livesand build
the church

2) The NT remains the living Word of God, calling for interpretation that
brings it powerfully into today’s context



