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249 K (Course Overview)
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2. Historical Method — Lecture Outline

1. Course Overview

1) Purpose:
To understand the biblical text within its historical context, in order to

accurately grasp the original meaning and the author’s intent.

2) Central Questions:
(1) When, where, and under what circumstances was this text written?
(2) Who were the original recipients, and what historical reality did




they face?
(3) What was the core message the author intended to convey?

2. Learning Objectives
By the end of this course, students will be able to:
1) Understand the concept and characteristics of the historical method.
2) Investigate and interpret the historical background of biblical texts.

)
3) Situate the text within the flow of redemptive history.
4)

enhance interpretative accuracy.

Analyze historical resources (e.g., archaeology, literature, culture) to

3. Definition of the Historical Method
1) Definition:

A method of interpretation that seeks to understand the biblical text
by examining the historical circumstances, societal structures, and

political—-cultural background in which it was written.

2) Core Premise:

The Bible was written in real time and space, and its events are

rooted in actual historical contexts.

4. Key Features of the Historical Method

Feature Description

Context—Oriented Focuses on the time, culture, and social background of the text.
Author—Centered Aims to understand the author’s intent (intentio auctoris).
Audience—Sensitive Considers the background and situation of the original audience.
Evidence—Based Uses archaeological data, ancient documents, and historical timelines.

Redemptive—Historical Focus Places events within the broader framework of redemptive history.

5. Steps of the Historical Method
1) Textual Analysis:

Grammatical and structural examination of the passage.

2) Investigation of Historical Background:
(1) Political context (e.g., Roman Empire, Babylonian exile)
(2) Social structures (e.g., Jewish customs, temple system)
(3) Cultural elements (e.g., language, religion, legal systems)

3) Understanding Author and Audience:
(1) Who wrote the text, when, where, and why?
(2) Who were the recipients and what was their situation?




4) Comparative Analysis with Historical Resources:
Archaeological findings, ancient writings, historical records.

5) Theological Application:

How can the original message be applied today?

6. Example Analysis
1) Luke 2:1
“In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census
should be taken of the entire Roman world.”

2) Historical Background:

Rule of Caesar Augustus, Roman census practices.

3) Political Context:
Judea under Roman rule; census linked to taxation and military

control.

4) Cultural Significance:
Explains why Mary and Joseph traveled to Bethlehem.

This historical context reveals that the birth of Jesus was not a mythical
event, but a real, historical occurrence within a specific geopolitical
setting.

7. Types of Historical Sources

1) Archaeological Data:

Dead Sea Scrolls, temple ruins, ancient artifacts.

2) Literary Sources:
(1) Jewish historians like Josephus
(2) Roman authors like Pliny and Tacitus

3) Linguistic Data:
Studies in Greek, Hebrew, and Aramaic.

4) Cultural Resources:

Customs, clothing, food, religious rituals of ancient Israel.




8. Limitations of the Historical Method
1) Incomplete or ambiguous archaeological data.

2) Possibility of subjective interpretation.
3) Risk of overemphasizing literalism or neglecting spiritual meaning.
)

4) Tendency to reduce Scripture to mere historical record.

9. Relationship with Other Interpretive Methods

Method Relationship
Grammatical—-Historical Method Historical analysis is a key foundation.

Canonical Method Goes beyond history to consider Scripture’s unity.
Theological Method Builds theological meaning upon historical events.
Existential Method Focuses more on personal application than history.

10. Conclusion and Application
1) The historical method helps us see the Bible not as mythology or

abstract doctrine, but as God’s word spoken into real human history.

2) Interpreters must reconstruct the original historical setting to deliver a
message that is both accurate and relevant for today.

11. Recommended Reading

1) E. Earle Ellis, The World of the New Testament
2) Craig Keener, The IVP Bible Background Commentary
3) Richard Bauckham, Jesus and the Eyewitnesses
4) F. F. Bruce, New Testament History
)

5) Korea Biblical Studies Institute(8t=4 M &t 2 A), Historical Background
of the Bible(in Korean)



