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1EXE: 8210 SAS) AlAl &l3t (Advanced Study on Greek Verb Tenses)
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Week 1. Advanced Study on Greek Verb Tenses

1. Course Objectives

Deepen the grammatical understanding of Greek verb tenses

1) Recognize that in Classical and Koine Greek, tense primarily indicates
aspect, not just time

2) Practice interpreting how tenses convey theological meaningin New
Testament texts

1. Tense and Aspect in Greek

R . Temporal

T ense Basic Meaning Aspect I Example
Present Ongoing action Progressive/Continuous Present Agyel (is saying)
Perfect Result emphasized  Completed + Continuing Present yéypamtal (it is written)
Future Anticipated action Predictive Future ypdww (I will write)
Aorist(Simple Past) Stated fact Complete/Undefined Action Past gypawa (I wrote)
Imperfect Repeated/Persistent Past Continuous Past gypadov (I was writing)
Pluperfect Past result Completed in past + effect Past tyeypdon (had been written)

2. Theological Meaning of Verb Tenses

1) Present tense: Conveys continuous or repeated truths e.g.,
“6 mLoTebwv Exel twnv ailawviov’(John 3:36-"whoever believes has eternal
life")
2) Aorist tense: Emphasizes historical and singular events e.g.,
“¢oTavpanen” - "He was crucified" (once for all)

3) Perfect tense: Highlights completed actions with ongoing results e.g.,
“tetéleotal” — "It is finished" (John 19:30)

3. Textual Application and Analysis
1) John 19:30: tetéAeotal — perfect tense: completed action with
enduring significance




2) Romans 5:1: AlkaLwOévtec — aorist passive participle — "having been
justified" (a past event with implications)

3) Galatians 2:20: ovveotabpwual — perfect passive — "I have been crucified
with Christ" (past event, still effective)

4. Assignment
1) In 1 John chapter 1, identify 5 verbs with different tenses and analyze their
grammatical and theological roles

2) Choose one NT verse and interpret the Greek verb tenseto explain its
theological significance
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