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Introduction to Hermeneutics — Why is Interpretation Important?
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Week 1 Lecture: Introduction to Hermeneutics Why

is Interpretation Important?

1.

Objectives

1) Understand the basic concepts and definitions of hermeneutics.
2) Explore the importance of biblical interpretation in historical and theological

contexts.
3) Grasp how correct interpretation affects doctrine, faith, and practice.

2.

Key Concepts

1) Hermeneutics: The discipline of understanding and interpreting meaning,
especially the theological effort to grasp the true meaning of Scripture.

2) Exegesis vs. Eisegesis:

3) Exegesis: The attempt to uncover the original meaning of the text.

4) Eisegesis: Reading one’s own ideas or presuppositions into the text.

5) The relationship between Revelation, Inspiration, and Inerrancy.

3.

Why is Interpretation Important?

1) Preservation of Truth: Misinterpretation can lead to heresy and doctrinal
error.

2) Foundation of Theology:Interpretation forms the basis of sound doctrine.

3) Accuracy in Preaching and Teaching:Correct understanding of Scripture
ensures that listeners believe and live rightly.

4) lllumination by the Holy Spiritand Human Responsibility: While interpretation
requires the Spirit’'s guidance, it also involves diligent study and
faithfulness to the text.

4. Historical Development




1) Jewish traditions of interpretation in ancient times (law—centered).

2) Interpretive approaches of Jesus and the Apostles (fulfillment of
prophecy).

3) Allegorical methods in the Church Fathers.

4) The Reformation's return to literal and contextual interpretation (Luther,
Calvin).

5) Diversity in modern hermeneutics (historical criticism, reader-response
theory, etc.).

5. Application
1) What kind of hermeneutical approach is your church or community
following today?
2) What interpretive principles should be applied in Bible study and
sermon preparation?
3) Is your personal standard of interpretation shaped by Scripture or by
culture?
6. Discussion Questions
1) What are some historical examples of misinterpreting Scripture?
2) Why is interpretation within the community and historical tradition
important?
3) What interpretive principles guide you when reading the Bible?
/. Assignment

1) Short Essay: “The Impact of Correct Biblical Interpretation on the 'Church”
(2 pages)

2) Reading: Introduction of Introduction to Hermeneutics(Author: Anthony
Thiselton or a recommended local textbook)



