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Week 12 Preaching and Biblical Interpretation

Proper Application

Course: Biblical Hermeneutics

Lecture Objectives:

1.

1) To understand the distinction between interpretation and application.

(1) To learn the principles and practical steps for faithful biblical

application.



(2) To avoid common application errors and train for effective, audience
centered preaching.

1.

Introduction: Why Application Matters

1) Interpretation without application leads to intellectualism.

2) Application without interpretation leads to subjectivism.

3) Application serves as the bridge from God's truth to real life through
the Holy Spirit.

2. Difference Between Interpretation and Application

Category Interpretation Application

Definition Discovering the original meaning of the text Connecting the meaning to life

Goal Understanding the author's intent Inspiring life transformation

Method Grammar, context, historical background Contextualizing for personal/community life
Nature Fixed and unchanging truth Flexible based on life context

3. Three Stages of Application in Preaching

1) Extract Timeless Principles
(1) Truths that transcend time and culture
(2) e.g., “Love your neighbor as yourself”

2) Analyze Present-Life Context

(1) Understand audience needs, culture, struggles, spiritual state
(2) Example: youth, family, workplace, those suffering

3) Propose Concrete and Practical Applications
(1) What to do, what to repent of, what promises to claim
(2) Guide practical steps: prayer, commitment, community sharing

4.

Five Key Principles for Right Application

1) Text—Centered Application— Do not apply what the text does not say
2) Harmony with Whole Scripture— Apply in light of biblical theology

3) Christ—-Centered Focus—Avoid moralism; focus on gospel-centered living
4) Audience-Oriented- Speak to the real lives of the listeners

5) Spirit—-Dependent- Application comes through the Spirit’s illumination

)
)
)
)

5.

Common Errors in Application

1) Moralistic Application: Mere moral advice or legalism

2) Subjective Experience—Centered: Stories and emotions unrelated to the text
3) Distorted Interpretation: Misapplication due to faulty exegesis

4) Mystical/Over—Spiritualized: Overgeneralizing personal experiences




6. Case Study: Luke 10:25-37 (The Good Samaritan)

1) Interpretation:

(1) Background: Conflict between Jews and Samaritans
(2) Main message: True neighbor shows mercy

2) Timeless Principle:
God's command to love transcends race and religion

3) Modern—Day Application:
(1) Help a competitor at work
(2) Reach out to the marginalized in church
(3) Embrace responsibility for immigrants and refugees

7.

Group Activity & Application Practice

1) Choose a passage: interpret and derive three applications
2) Write a personal “commitment statement”
3) Share in groups and give feedback

8.

Conclusion: Application Is the Lifeline of Preaching

1) Interpretation is the root; application is the fruit
2) The preacher’s mission: bridge eternal truth to everyday life
3) Depend on the Spirit to apply truth rightly



