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1.

Week 11 The Relationship between Theology and

Hermeneutics

Lecture Objectives

1) Understand the interdependence between theology and hermeneutics.
2) Analyze how biblical interpretation influences theological formation.
3) Evaluate how hermeneutical presuppositions affect theological conclusions.

2.

Key Concepts

1) Definition of Theology
(1) The academic discipline that systematically studies biblical truths

concerning God, humanity, salvation, the church, and eschatology.
(2) “Faith seeking understanding” (Anselm)

2) Definition of Hermeneutics

(1) The theory and methodology of interpreting biblical texts correctly.
(2) The foundational discipline that establishes the rules of interpretation.

3) Interrelationship
(1) Theology without hermeneutics is a building without a foundation.




(2) Hermeneutics without theology is a tool without purpose.

3. Historical Overview

Era Relationship between Hermeneutics and Theology

Church Fathers Integration of literal interpretation and theological reflection (e.g., Alexandrian and Antiochian schools)
Middle Ages Interpretation used as a tool to construct scholastic theology

Reformation Sola Scripturaelevated interpretation to shape theology

Modern Era Historical criticism challenged theology; rise of liberal theology

Development of hermeneutical theology (e.g., Barth, Bultmann, Ricoeur)
Contemporary

4. Hermeneutical Presuppositions and Theological Stances
1) Example: The Creation Account (Genesis 1)
(1) Literal Interpretation: Six—day creation = 24-hour days
(2) Figurative Interpretation: Emphasizes theological message; compatible
with science
Leads to different theological frameworks

2) Example: Paul’s Concept of “Righteousness”
(1) Protestant view: Justification as a legal declaration
(2) New Perspective: Restoration of covenant relationship
Hermeneutical differences result in theological divergence

5. Proposing an Integrated Model of Hermeneutics and Theology
1) lllumination by the Holy Spirit: A transcendent principle that guides
both hermeneutics and theology
2) Scripture—Centered: Both must be rooted in the authority of Scripture
3) Ecclesial Tradition: Interpretation and theology develop within the
historical faith community

6. Discussion Questions
1) “Can there be hermeneutics without theology?”
2) “Do modern hermeneutical theories challenge orthodox theology?”
3) “How can individual interpretation lead to theological error?”

7. Recommended Readings
1) Anthony C. Thiselton, The Two Horizons
2) Kevin Vanhoozer, Is There a Meaning in This Text?
3) Karl Barth, Church Dogmatics
4) Grant Osborne, The Hermeneutical Spiral




