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1) NIt 8&@EHL (Dispensational Premillennialism)

2) AAMNE MEAAS (Historic Premillennialism)

3) 2dEA (Amillennialism)
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SHEA (Postmillennialism)
=g dDE AN MUY T 5 N

5. LEAAISS &8 oilA GlAl

1) ogl 2(Lamb): SJMESE OdelAE
2) Z&(Beast): BHISE A
3) M o224 24 siLtd Liet
4) HI®Z: M= A, X9 ZAl
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Week 10 Lecture

Topic: Eschatological Interpretation and the Understanding of Symbolism
Objectives:
1) Understand the use of symbolism and metaphor in eschatological
texts (e.g., Daniel, Revelation)
2) Explore the balance between literal and symbolic interpretation
3) Compare major eschatological views (dispensationalism, historic
premillennialism, amillennialism, etc.)

1. Importance and Background of Eschatology
1) Eschatology presents the ultimate hope in Scripture and affect Christian
life and ethics
2) Eschatological texts often follow the apocalyptic genre (symbols,
visions, metaphor)

2. Characteristics of Symbolic Language
1) Apocalyptic symbols are rooted in the Old Testament (e.g., Ezekiel,
Zechariah)
2) Examples:

3) 7 = completeness



4) 12 = God's people
5) 666 = ultimate imperfection
6) Symbols convey historical and theological meaning

. Literal vs. Symbolic Interpretation

Category Literal Interpretation Symbolic Interpretation

Focus Emphasizes clear, direct meaning Emphasizes figurative and layered meaning
Strength  Easy to understand Rich theological depth

Weakness May ignore literary form Risk of subjective readings

Balanced interpretation requires context, genre, and structure awareness.

. Major Eschatological Views

1) Dispensational Premillennialism
(1) Strong literal approach
(2) Sequence: Rapture — Tribulation — Return — Millennium

2) Historic Premillennialism
(1) Christ returns after tribulation
(2) Emphasizes both symbol and historical context

3) Amillennialism
(1) Millennium as symbolic
(2) Current church age is Christ’s reign

4) Postmillennialism
Gospel brings gradual reign of Christ, followed by return

. Examples from Revelation

1) Lamb: Sacrificed Christ

2) Beast: Anti—Christian power

3) New Jerusalem: Consummated Kingdom of God
4) Babylon: Worldly powers, sin—centered society

. Application and Discussion

1) How should churches teach eschatology today?
2) How can we avoid subjective readings of symbols?
3) What is the practical significance of eschatology in a believer’'s life?



