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1. Biblical Method — Course Qutline
1. Course Overview
1) Purpose:
This course aims to equip students with the principles and practices
of the "Biblical Method," which upholds the authority of Scripture itself
as the foundation for interpretation and theological formulation.
2) Target Audience:
Seminary students, pastors, Bible teachers, and ministers of the Word.
3) Format:
Lectures, case studies, practicum, and discussions.
2. Course Objectives
1) To understand the definition and necessity of the biblical method.
2) To distinguish between traditional methods and the biblical method.
3) To train in interpreting Scripture through Scripture itself.
4) To recognize the consistent redemptive—historical flow and central
message of the Bible.
5) To cultivate the ability to apply the text under the illumination of the
Holy Spirit.
3. Course Outline

Lecture 1: Introduction — Why the “Biblical Method”?




1
2
3
4) God’s revelation and the self-authenticating nature of Scripture

The dangers of man—centered interpretation
The limitations of historical—critical and philosophical methods
The Reformation principle: Sola Scriptura

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

Lecture 2: Foundations of the Biblical Method
(1) The inspiration and inerrancy of Scripture
(2) The principle of “Scripture interprets Scripture”
(3) The illumination of the Holy Spirit and the interpretive community
of believers

Lecture 3: Five Key Principles of Biblical Interpretation
(1) Contextual Reading(literary and canonical context)

2) Lexical-Grammatical Analysis
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Redemptive—Historical Framework
Christ—Centered Interpretation

)
)
)
) Organic Unity of Scripture
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Lecture 4: Biblical Method vs. Traditional Approaches
(1) Comparison with historical criticism, neo-orthodoxy, and liberal
theology
(2) Errors of allegorical interpretation
(3) Limits of humanistic application
(4) Misapplications even within conservative evangelicalism

Lecture 5: Practicum — Applying the Biblical Method to Paul’s Letters

(1) The gospel flow in Pauline epistles
(2) Case studies: Romans 1:16-17, Galatians 2:16
(3) Law and gospel distinction, justification and sanctification

Lecture 6: The Redemptive—Historical Structure of the Bible
(1) The flow of redemptive history from Genesis to Revelation
(2) Key themes: Covenant, Messiah, Church, Kingdom of God
(3) The Christ—centered unity of all Scripture

Lecture 7: Application — From Scripture to Life

(1) Examples and training in text—based application



(2) Biblical structure of personal devotion (QT)
(3) Practical implications for preaching and teaching

Lecture 8: Conclusion and Final Evaluation
(1) The unity of the gospel through the biblical method
(2) The living power of Scripture beyond time, culture, and language
(3) Final practicum and feedback

4. Assignments & Evaluation
1) Reading Assignments: Biblical texts + relevant works (Calvin, Lloyd

Jones, John MacArthur, Bavinck, etc.)

2) Practicum Reports: Weekly interpretation exercises

3) Midterm Paper: Exegetical essay using the biblical method

4) Final Paper: Short thesis interpreting a chosen passage with the biblical
method

5. Recommended Texts
1) The Bible (literal translations such as ESV, NASB, or KJV preferred)
2) John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion
3) Geerhardus Vos, Biblical Theology
4) Herman Ridderbos, Paul: An Outline of His Theology
)
)

5) John MacArthur, Biblical Doctrine
6) D.A. Carson & Douglas Moo, An Introduction to the New Testament

6. Appendix
1) Summary chart of biblical interpretation principles

Guide to frequently used Greek and Hebrew word studies
Sample prayer for the Spirit’s illumination
QT (Quiet Time) examples: Psalm 1, Romans 8, etc.
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