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1. Introduction to the Old Testament

1. Definition of the Old Testament

1) The Old Testament refers to the Hebrew Scriptures that contain God's
work of creation, the fall of humanity, the calling and redemption of
Israel, the Law and Covenants, and the prophecies concerning the
coming Messiah.

2) It consists of 39 books(24 books in the Hebrew Bible's traditional
arrangement).




2. Structure and Categories of the Old Testament

Category Books Description
Law (Pentateuch) Genesis,Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers,Deuteronomy Creation, human fall, formation of Israel, and the giving of the Law
Historical Books Joshua - Esther Conguest of Canaan, period of Judges, monarchy, exile and return

Poetic & wisdom Books Job,Psalms,Proverbs,Ecclesiastes,Song of Songs Psalms and wisdom literature dealing with suffering, worship, and life

Prophetic Books . . . . o .
. Isaiah — Malachi Messages of judgment and restoration, Messianic prophecies
(Ma]or & Minor Prophets)

3. Major Themes of the Old Testament
1) God’s Creation and Sovereignty

God is the Creator of the universe and made humanity in His image
(Genesis 1-2).

2) The Fall of Humanity and Consequences of Sin
Through Adam and Eve’s disobedience, sin and death entered the
world, creating the need for redemption (Genesis 3).

3) God’s Covenant Relationships
(1) God's redemptive history unfolds through covenants with key
figures:
(2) Abrahamic Covenant- land, descendants, blessing (Gen 12)
(8) Sinaitic Covenant- law and holiness (Exod 19-24)
(4) Davidic Covenant- promise of an eternal king (2 Sam 7)

4) Israel’s Election and Mission

Israel was chosen to be God’s holy nation, representing His will
among the nations.

5) The Law and Sacrificial System
The Law reveals God's holiness, and the sacrificial system provides
atonement for sin.

6) Prophecies of Judgment and Restoration
God calls for repentance and promises restoration, ultimately pointing
to the coming of the Messiah.

4. Theological Purpose of the Old Testament
1) Divine Revelation: Reveals the character, will, and redemptive plan of
God.
2) Fore shadowing of the Messiah: Prepares the way for the coming of
Jesus Christ.




3) Foundation of God’s Kingdom: Establishes the themes of God’s rule,
His people, and the promised land.

5. Connection Between the Old and New Testaments

Old Testament New Testament

Creation New Creation (2 Cor. 5:17)

Adam’s Fall Restoration through Christ’s righteousness
The Law Fulfilled in the Gospel (Matt. 5:17)

Priests & Temple Fulfilled in Christ

Messianic Prophecies Fulfilled in Jesus Christ

6. Why Study the OId Testament?
1) To Understand the New Testament Correctly
2) To Grasp the Full Scope of God’s Redemptive History
3) To Discover the Identity and Mission of the Church and Believers




