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Lecture Outline: Grace (xd&pLc, charis)

1. Introduction: What |s Grace?
1) Definition:
“Grace” (charisin Greek) refers to a “free and unmerited favor.” It is
the unearned love and mercy that God bestows upon sinners.

2) Core Ideas:
(1) God's favor given to the undeserving
(2) The gift of salvation without merit
(3) Flows from the very nature of God—His compassion and mercy

2. Biblical Foundations
1) Grace in the Old Testament
(1) Hebrew word hén (sn): favor, kindness, mercy
(2) God's covenantal grace:
(8) Abraham (Gen 12),
(4)
(5)

4) Moses (Exod 33:19),
5) Davidic covenant (2 Sam 7)

Grace is deeply connected to God’s hesed(steadfast love, covenantal
mercy)

2) Grace in the New Testament
(1) The term “grace” appears over 150 times, especially in Paul’s letters.
(2) Christ is the ultimate revelation of God’s grace:
(3) “By grace you have been saved through faith...” (Ephesians 2:8)
(4) Gospel of John:

“Grace upon grace” (John 1:16) — an overflowing abundance of
grace through Christ

3. Grace in Pauline Theology (Core Focus)
1) Grace and Salvation
(1) Justification is by grace, not by works of the law (Romans 3:24)
(2) Human beings are inherently sinful and cannot save themselves
(Romans 5:8)

2) Grace in the Christian Life
(1) Grace sustains not only salvation but sanctification and ministry (1




Cor 15:10)
(2) The Holy Spirit's work is a gift of grace (Gal 3:2-5)

3) Grace in the Community
(1) Spiritual gifts (charismata) are expressions of grace (Romans 12:6)
(2) The church is built and maintained through grace (Acts 4:33)

4. Theological Debates on Grace in Church History

1) Augustine vs. Pelagius

(1) Augustine: Total depravity—humans cannot choose God without
grace
(2) Pelagius: Emphasized human free will to do good without divine
grace

2) The Reformation
(1) Luther & Calvin:
“Sola Gratia” (by grace alone) was a central doctrine
(2) Salvation is entirely a work of God’s grace

3) Modern Theology

(1) Karl Barth: Human knowledge of God depends solely on grace
(2) Dietrich Bonhoeffer: Distinguished between cheap graceand costly

grace
5. Practical Application of Grace
1) Depend on God, not self-righteousness
2) Live as a channel of grace to others: forgive, be kind, show mercy
3) Live as a witness of the gospel of grace: grace is the heart of the
gospel
6. Conclusion
1) Grace is the central concept that undergirds the entire redemptive
story.

2) It is God's free and sovereign gift, not earned by works.
3) Grace empowers Christian identity, mission, and life together in the
body of Christ.
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