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Week 15: General Epistles and the Book of Revelation

Overview of the General Epistles

1.

1) What are the General Epistles?

(1) Letters written by apostles other than Paul

(2) Include Hebrews, James, 1-2 Peter, 1-3 John, and Jude

(3) Often addressed to a broad audience rather than specific churches



2) Summary of Key General Epistles
(1) Hebrews
@ Author unknown (traditionally attributed to Paul, but debated)
@ Compares the Old Testament sacrificial system with Christ’s
priesthood
® Theme: Christ is the fulfilment of a better covenant and
perfect sacrifice

(2) James
@ Author: James, the brother of Jesus
@ Theme: Faith with action (emphasis on practical righteousness)
® Highlights social justice and control of the tongue

(8) 1 & 2 Peter
@ Author: The Apostle Peter
@ Encouragement for suffering believers
@ Strong warnings against false teachers and heresies

(4) 1, 2, & 3 John
@ Author: The Apostle John
® Themes: Love and truth
@ Warnings against antichrists and exhortation to abide in Christ

(5) Jude
@ Author: Jude, brother of Jesus
@ Strong rebuke against false teachers

® Call to contend for the faith

2. Overview of the Book of Revelation
1) Background
(1) Author: The Apostle John
(2) Date: Around AD 90, written from the island of Patmos
(3) Genre: Apocalyptic literature, prophecy, and epistle

2) Structure
(1) Introduction and letters to the seven churches (Ch. 1-3)
(2) Vision of the heavenly throne, seals, trumpets, and bowls(Ch.4-16)
(3) Fall of Babylon and final judgment (Ch. 17-20)



(4) New heaven and new earth; the wedding of the Lamb (Ch. 21-22)

3) Major Themes
(1) The victory of Jesus Christ
(2) Encouragement for persecuted churches
(3) Final judgment and new creation
(4) Faithfulness and endurance in trials

4) Methods of Interpretation
(1) Varying approaches: literal, symbolic, historical, eschatological
(2) A Pauline theological view emphasizes the fulfillment of the gospel
and Christ’s return

3. Learning Objectives

1) Understand the common and unique themes of the General Epistles
2) Interpret the structure and symbolism of Revelation theologically
3) Apply eschatological hope to present—-day Christian life



