(Biblical Worldview and Hermeneutics)
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8. Week 8 Biblical Worldview and Hermeneutics
1. Introduction: Why |s a Biblical Worldview Important?
1) The Bible is not just a book of faith, but a lens that shapes our view
of the world.
2) Hermeneutics is not merely a tool for understanding the Bible, but also
a framework for interpreting life and reality.
3) A biblical worldview serves as the foundation for all hermeneutical
approaches.
2. What Is a Worldview?
1) A worldviewis a fundamental framework through which people perceive
the world.
2) Key questions include:
3) Who are we?
4) What went wrong with the world?
5) What is truth?
6) What defines good and evil?
All interpretation takes place within the context of one’s worldview.
3. Core Elements of the Biblical Worldview

1) Creation: God created the world good.

2) Fall: The world is broken due to human sin and total depravity.

3) Redemption: God's plan of salvation through Jesus Christ.

4) Restoration: The future consummation of God's kingdom.

These four elements form the structure of the entire Bible and serve as
the interpretive framework.



4. Relationship Between Biblical Worldview and Hermeneutics

1) The biblical worldview acts as the lens for interpreting Scripture.

2) Interpreters are never neutral; their interpretation is shaped by their
worldview.

3) Liberal and postmodern interpretations are grounded in human centered
worldviews.

4) In contrast,biblical hermeneutics is God—centeredand revelation—based.

5. Comparison with Other Worldviews

Category Biblical Worldview Humanistic Worldview Postmodern Worldview

Truth Absolute, God's revelation Relative, experience—based No absolute truth, power—based
View of Humans Created in God's image, sinful Essentially good Social constructs

Purpose Glory of God Self-fulfillment Undefined or diversity—focused

Reader-response

Hermeneutic Basis Revelation, Spirit, context Reason, experience

6. Application: What It Means to Read the Bible Biblically
1) Going beyond literalism to read Scripture within the redemptive historyof
God.
2) Interpretation should be author—-centeredand illuminated by the Holy
Spirit, not reader—centered.
3) Scripture must be interpreted within the grand narrative of Creation—
Fall-Redemption—Restoration.

7. Conclusion
1) Hermeneutics is not merely a technical skill but an act of faith.
2) Only interpreters with a biblical worldview can rightly understand the
biblical text.
3) All theology and Christian practice must be built upon a solid
worldview foundation.




