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(5) Sacraments and Church Administration

l._Introduction: Church Order and Means of Grace
1) Sacramentsare visible signs instituted by Christto convey invisible
gracewithin the church.
2) Church administrationensures that the church community is governed
and led in order and missionaccording to biblical principles.

ll. Theology of the Sacraments
1) Definition and Purpose
(1) Sacraments are outward signsthat convey inward grace(cf. Romans
6:3-4; 1 Corinthians 11:26).
(2) They strengthen believers' faith and confirm God's covenant in the
context of the community.
2) The Two Sacraments Instituted by Christ
(1) Baptism
@ A sign of repentance and regeneration
® Symbolizes union with Christ (Romans 6:3-4)
@ Debate: Infant baptism vs. believer's baptism - Covenant




theology vs. personal faith confession

(2) The Lord’s Supper (Eucharist)
@ A remembrance of Christ’'s death and an ongoing experience
of grace (1 Corinthians 11:23-26)
@ Interpretations: Memorial view, Real Presence, Spiritual Presence
3) Sacraments and Church Unity
(1) Sacraments express the oneness and covenant identityof the church.
(2) Caution against divisions and heretical misuse of the sacraments

Theology and Practice of Church Administration

1) Purpose of Church Administration
(1) To maintain orderly governancein the church (1 Corinthians 14:40)
(2) Management of offices, finances, and decision—making processes

2) Church Offices and Structures
(1) Biblical basisfor elders, deacons, and pastors(1Timothy 3; Titus 1)
(2) Roles of session (elders), deacon boards, and congregational
meetings
(3) Emphasis on financial transparencyand responsible stewardship

3) Discipline and Preparation
(1) Proper preparation and qualification for sacrament participation (1
Corinthians 11:27-29)
(2) Church disciplineis a tool of love, aiming at repentance
(3) Necessary for preserving holiness and orderin the community

. Contemporary Application

1) Challenges of administering sacraments and governance in the age of
digital and online churches

2) Need for adapting to modern tools without compromising theological
integrity

3) Incorporation of technology for transparent and effective administration

V.

Conclusion

1) Sacraments visibly proclaim the power of the gospel, and church
order ensures the church functions as a conduit of grace.

2) Administration safeguards the meaning of sacramentsand maintains the
unity and integrityof the community.



