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(4) Pastoral Spirituality and Character

. Course Overview

1) This lecture focuses on the inner life of the pastor—his relationship
with God (spirituality) and his character before the community.

2) The excellence of a preacher lies not merely in preaching skills, but
in a life and character that flow out of intimate communion with
God.

. Learning Objectives

1) By the end of this course, students will be able to:
(1) Understand the essence of spirituality required of pastors
(2) Explore biblical standards for character and maturity
(3) Recognize the spiritual and moral challenges modern pastors face
(4) Learn practical disciplines for growing in the Holy Spirit and
developing pastoral character




3.

Key Topics

1) Definition of Pastoral Spirituality
(1) Deep fellowship with God(John 15:5; Psalm 27:4)
(2) Devotion to prayer and the Word(Acts 6:4)
(3) Self-denial and carrying the cross(Luke 9:23)

2) The Character of a Pastor
(1) Fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience... (Galatians 5:22-23)
(2) Biblical qualifications for leadership(1 Timothy, Titus)
(3) Humility, honesty, self-control as essential leadership traits

3) The Inseparability of Spirituality and Character
(1) The danger of having skills without godly character
(2) Balancing external ministry with internal maturity

4) Practices of Spiritual Formation
(1) Regular prayer life and meditation
(2) Disciplines such as fasting, silence, and spiritual reading
(3) Spiritual companionship and accountability partnerships

5) Trials and Temptations of Pastors
(1) The need for vigilance against power,money,and sexual temptations
(2) Restoration after moral failures and responsibility before the community

4. Application and Practice

1) Daily practice of writing a spiritual journal

2) Monthly spiritual check—in meetings with accountability partners

3) Develop a spiritual character formation planbased on the character of
Christ

5. Assignment

1) Essay: "A Pastor of Integrity | Have Met and Their Impact" (minimum
1,000 words)

2) Biblical Character Study: Choose one (Paul, Moses, or David) and
write a report on their spirituality and character

6.

Conclusion

1) Pastoral spirituality and character are foundational to all ministry.
2) Depth is more important than ability, and life is a stronger message



than any sermon.
3) The core of pastoral character is dying to self daily and being
conformed to the image of Christ through the power of the Holy
Spirit.



