X gt (Philosophical Method)
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3) Philosophical Method

1. The philosophical method seeks to understand and articulate theological
truths through the use of reason, logic, and philosophical inquiry.

2. It attempts to provide a coherent and systematic explanation of faith,
often interacting with philosophical systems and concepts.

1) Definition and Purpose:
The philosophical method involves the use of rational thought to
explore theological doctrines. It seeks to clarify, analyze, and defend
Christian beliefs using philosophical categories.

(1) Historical Development:
This method has been influential throughout church history—from
the early church fathers such as Augustine, to medieval scholastics
like Thomas Aquinas, and into modern Christian philosophers.

(2) Key Features:

@ Emphasizes logical consistency and rational coherence

@ Engages with metaphysical, epistemological, and ethical questions

® Often uses natural theology and general revelation as starting
points

(3) Strengths:
@ Helps bridge faith and reason
@ Provides a framework for dialogue with secular philosophy
® Clarifies and deepens understanding of doctrines

(4) Limitations:




@ Risk of elevating human reason above divine revelation
@ May lead to speculative theology if not grounded in Scripture
® Can become overly abstract or detached from lived faith

(5) Role in Theology:
The philosophical method is most effective when used in service

to biblical revelation, helping to articulate truths in a coherent
manner while remaining faithful to Scripture.




