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2) Historical Method

[. Definition

1) The historical method is an approach to interpreting the Bible by
considering its historical background, cultural and social context, time
period, and the author’s original intent.

2) This method seeks to understand what the text meant in its original
historical setting.

Key Principles

1) Authorial Intent
(1) The primary goal is to determine what the author intended to
communicate.
(2) Example: Understanding Paul’s central message in the Epistle to

the Romans.

2) Historical Context
(1) Interpreting the text requires knowledge of the political, religious,
and cultural circumstancesat the time it was written.
(2) Example: Understanding the Book of Jeremiah in light of the
Babylonian exile.

3) Audience—Centered Analysis
It is essential to consider what the message meant to its original

audiencebefore applying it to today.

4) Use of Comparative Literature and Archaeology

Insights from ancient non-biblical texts and archaeological discoveriescan
enhance understanding of the biblical text.

[Il. Strengths




1) Provides a clear and contextual understandingof why certain passages
were written.

2) Helps prevent misinterpretation and inappropriate applicationof Scripture.

[V. Limitations

1) Overemphasis on historical detail may diminish the spiritual or theological
significance.

2) May fail to bridge the gapbetween the ancient world and modern
application.

V. Theological Application
The historical method is not merely about understanding the past, but

about building a bridge between the original meaning and its relevance
for today.




