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1. Philosophical Background of Pauline Theology

1) Overview
Pauline theology is not based solely on philosophy, but it was shaped
within the context of both Hellenistic thought and Jewish philosophical
traditions.

Paul’s theology is rooted in Judaism, yet it also reflects the cultural
and intellectual environment of the Greco—Roman world.

1. Influence of Hellenistic Philosophy

1) Stoicism:
(1) Stoic ideas such as natural law, fate, and logos have parallels with

” “

Paul's concepts of “law,” “nature,” and “reason.”



(2) However, Paul emphasizes God’s sovereignty and grace, contrasting
with Stoic determinism.

2) Platonism:
(1) Platonic dualism (ideal vs. physical) is reflected in Paul's contrast
between “flesh and spirit” or “this age and the age to come.”

(2) Yet, Paul surpasses Platonic dualism with a redemptive—historical
perspective, affirming the resurrection of the body and the reality
of salvation.

2. Jewish Philosophy and Wisdom Traditions

1) Wisdom Literature:
(1) Books such as Proverbs, Psalms, and Wisdom of Solomon shaped
Jewish concepts of the righteous life, suffering, and divine providence.

(2) Paul reflects these themes through his emphasis on “the wisdom
of God”and “power in foolishness.”

2) Philo of Alexandria:
(1) A Jewish philosopher who attempted to synthesize Hellenistic philosophy
with Jewish theology using the concept of the Logos as a mediator.
(2) Paul, however, presents Christ not as a philosophical Logos, but
as the incarnate God—the fulfillment of divine revelation.

3. Summary Table: Paul and Philosophy
Theme Philosophical Background Paul's Interpretation
Logos Stoic/Platonic Rational Order Revelation through Jesus Christ
Dualism Platonic separation of body/soul Unity and redemption of body and spirit in Christ
Determinism Stoic view of fate Divine sovereignty with human responsibility
Wisdom Human-centered reason God's wisdom revealed through the cross
4. Contemporary Relevance

Paul’s approach to philosophy provides a model for engaging with
contemporary culture.

His use of philosophical language is neither purely critical nor purely
accommodating, but discerning, always subordinate to the message of



the Gospel.

Relevant for Christian apologetics, theology of culture, and worldview
education.

Philosophy is seen not as a source of truth but as a tool subordinated
to divine revelationin Christ.

5. Conclusion

Paul was not a philosopher nor a legalist, but an apostle of the Gospel,
who transcended both Hellenistic philosophy and Jewish wisdom.

While using philosophical terms, he proclaims what philosophy could
never achieve—the revelation of God’s grace and redemption through
Christ.

“Where is the wise man? Where is the philosopher of this age?”
1 Corinthians 1:20



