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Hughes Oliphant Old, The Reading and Preaching of the Scriptures
John Stott, Between Two Worlds

Lecture 1: Theology and History of Preaching

1. Course Objective

1) To understand the theological essence and biblical foundation of
preaching.

2) To explore the historical development and transformation of preaching
throughout church history.

3) To recognize the contemporary responsibilities and calling of preaching
ministry.

2. Definition and Nature of Preaching
1) Greek: Kerygma— Public proclamation, message of the gospel
(1) What is Preaching?
@ The act of proclaiming God's Word
® Declaring truth under the illumination of the Holy Spirit
® Not mere communication, but a ministry that gives spiritual life

(2) Theological Elements of Preaching
@® Theocentric (God-centered)
@ Biblical Authority
® Christocentric (Christ-centered)
@ Gospel-centered
® lllumination and power of the Holy Spirit

3. Historical Development of Preaching




1) Early Church Era (1st=4th Century)
(1) Apostolic proclamation (Acts 2, 13, etc.)
(2) Exegetical preaching by the Church Fathers: Origen, Augustine
(3) Preaching in the catacombs: life—giving gospel under persecution

2) Medieval Era (5th—15th Century)
(1) Formalization of preaching, focus on Latin homilies
(2) Monastic preaching: Bernard of Clairvaux, Peter Abelard
(3) Distance grew between clergy and laypeople

3) Reformation Era (16th Century)
(1) Martin Luther: “The Church is built by the Word”
(2) John Calvin: Expository preaching every Sunday, recovery of
biblical preaching

(3) Use of vernacular languages; preaching became accessible

4) Puritan and Revival Era (17th—18th Century)
(1) John Owen, Jonathan Edwards, George Whitefield
(2) Deep biblical study, application—oriented sermons
(3) Model of revival preaching established

5) Modern and Contemporary Era (19th—21st Century)
(1) Charles Spurgeon: “The Prince of Preachers”
(2) Development of homiletics as an academic discipline

(3) Challenges from liberal theology, prosperity gospel, and psychological
preaching

4. Key Theological Themes in Preaching

Theme Summary
Revelation & Word The Bible as God’s revelation is the sole foundation for preaching
Incarnation God’s Word embodied in Christ

Redemptive History  Preaching must follow the redemptive—historical framework
Work of the Spirit Without the Holy Spirit, preaching is a dead letter
Ecclesial Role Preaching is the core ministry that builds up the Church

5. Challenges and Restoration of Preaching Today
1) Challenges
(1) Weakening of biblical authority: shift toward motivational speaking

(2) Audience-centered focus: prioritizing entertainment over truth
(3) Digital age distractions and short attention spans



2) Restoration Tasks

(1) Recovery of expository, text—-centered preaching
(2) Dependence on the power of the Holy Spirit
(Christ)—centered and gospel-focused sermons

6. Application and Assignment

1) Topic: "What are the common traits of faithful preachers throughout
history, and what should modern preachers learn from them?"
2) Assignment:
(1) Research one preacher from each of the following eras: Early
Church, Reformation, Revival
(2) Summarize their preaching theology and modern application
(approx. 2 pages)
(3) Prepare for class discussion and presentation

7.

Recommended Reading

1) Hughes Oliphant Old, The Reading and Preaching of the Scriptures
2) John Stott, Between Two Worlds

3) Sidney Greidanus, The Modern Preacher and the Ancient Text

4) Woon Yong Kim, Introduction to Homiletics(Korean)

5) Pilchan Lee, Preaching and Interpretation in the Early Church(Korean)

)
)
)
)



