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The Re-Establishment of Sanctification and

Growth in Pauline Theology

1. The Problem

1) Traditional Christian theology usually explains salvation in the following order:

1. Justification
2. Sanctification
3. Glorification



2) Sanctification is commonly defined as:

1. The progressive process of becoming holy.

2. However, this definition does not accurately reflect the language
used in Paul's epistles.

3. Paul does not present sanctification primarily as a progressive
process.

2. Sanctification in Paul's Epistles
1) Paul often describes sanctification as an already accomplished reality.
(1 _Corinthians 1:2)
To those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be saints.

(1 Corinthians 6:11)
But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified.

In these passages, sanctification is presented as something already
completed.

Thus, Sanctification is not primarily a future process.lt is a completed
reality in Christ.

3. Pauline Definition of Sanctification
1) In Pauline theology:
(1) Sanctification = being set apart in Christ.
(2) It is a positional reality rather than a progressive human achievement.

4. Then what about the believer's life transformation?
1) Traditional theology calls this the process of sanctification.

2) But in the language of the New Testament, this is more accurately
described as growth.

5. Growth in Paul's Teaching
(Ephesians 4:15) —We are to grow up in every way into Him.
(Colossians1:10) —Growing in the knowledge of God.
(2 Peter 3:18) —Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord.
This transformation is better described as spiritual growth.




6. Revised Structure of Pauline Theology
1) Traditional structure
(1) Justification
(2) Sanctification
(3) Glorification

More accurate Pauline structure
(1) Justification

(2) Sanctification (positional reality)
(3) Growth (spiritual maturity)

(4) Glorification

7. Source of the Theological Confusion
1) The confusion arose because theology often mixed identity with experience.
2) The distinction is:

Category Meaning
Sanctification positional identity
Growth lived transformation

8. The Core Structure of Paul's Gospel
1) Justification
2) Sanctification
3) Growth
4) Glorification
(Ephesians 4:13 (KJV)

“Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son

of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness
of Chris

(1 Corinthians 3:6)
“I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has been making it

grow.”

9. Conclusion

1) Sanctification is not primarily a process.

2) Sanctification is an already established identity in Christ.

3) What develops through the believer's life is not sanctification itself but
spiritual growth.






